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EMERGENCY ORDER

rN AND FOR THE CrTy OF SEQUTM, WASHINGTON

No.2020-204

Regarding modification of Emergency Order 2020-20 to open certain additiona! City parks and
facilities; posting "use at your own risk" signage regarding playground and other City equipment
and amenities; and establishing penalties for violation.

Policy/Budget tr (council) city clerk use only: presented to council

Administrative (City Man

On March 16,2020, at a special meeting of the City Council of the City of Sequim, the City
Council issued a Proclamation of Civil Emergency due to the novel coronavirus (COVID- 19) outbreak
that was identified as a pandemic by the World Health Organization on March ll,2O2O. The Proclama-
tion was issued pursuant to Sequim Municipal Code 2.60, RCW 35A.38.010, and RCW 38.52.070(2)
based on the public health threat posed by COVID-19, and is consistent with concurent emergency
declarations issued by the President of the United States and the Govemor of the State of Washington,

Subsequent to Govemot' Jay Inslee's issuance of "Stay Home Stay Healthy" and "Safe Start"
Proclamations, Washington State and local govemments like the City of Sequim have issued a series of
orders and guidelines aimed at controlling the spread of the disease and establishing programs to
ameliorate the pandemic's impact on the public.

On May 26,2020, the City Council ratified Emergency Order (EO) 2020-0lwhich, among other
things, closed Cify playgrounds.

Also on May 26,2020,the City Council ratified EO 2020-04 closing City parks and gathering
areas to cornply with the Govenror's amended "Stay Home Stay Healthy" Proclamation.

On May 29,2020, the City of Sequirr issued F.O 2020-20 reopening certain City parks and
facilities to the public, with physical distancing and other safe use guidelines in place to comply with the
Governor's Proclamations.

On August 17 ,2020, the City issued EO 2020-34 adopting and incorporating prospectively any
Washington State Proclamation that does not allow discretionary action within the City's authority. These
Proclamations often contain mandates regarding physical distancing, sanitation, gathering size, and the
use of facial coverings.

On September 24,2020, City staff determined that some additional Cily parks and facilities could
reopen without conflicting with current State mandates, including playground equiprnent and ball fields,
provided that the users accept the risk of potential exposure to the virus and accept responsibility for
following the CDC guidelines and State mandates regarding physical distancing, hygiene, and sanitation
that are in effect at the time of their use.
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Staff further determined that signage will be posted infonning members of the public that use of

playground and other equipment and amenities in City parks and facilities is at their own risk in terms of
COVID-19 exposure and spread (see sample signs attached).

NOW, THEREFORE,IT IS HEREBY DIRECTED AND ORDERED THAT:

Section 1. Repeal Section I of Emergency Order 2020-20 and adopt the following
Emergency Order 2020-20A Section 1:

The following orders regarding public use of City parts and other facilities now apply and will
continue in effect unless and until modified or superseded by a conflicting mandate from the State of
Washington:

o Gatherings at City parks and facilities, including social events and team sports, must
comply with any State mandate in effect at the time with regard to limitation on the
number and relationship of participants.r

o Users of City parks and facilities rnust follow State public health mandates, and are
encouraged to follow CDC guidelines on hygiene and sanitization. Use of City equiprnent
and amenities is at the risk of the user in tenns of COVID-19 exposure.

o All City parks are open.
. The dog parl<, skate park, pickleball court, picnic shelters, and community gardens are

open.
o The restrooms in Carrie Blake Park near the pickleball courts and in the Water Reuse

Area are open.
e The City's restrootns located downtown on Sequirn Avenue are open.
o The Clallam Transit Center restrooms are open.
o TIte following amenities at Carrie Blake Park are open: playground, horseshoes, bocce

ball, and shuffleboard. Users of these arnenities do so at their own risk in tenns of
COVID-19 exposure and are responsible for their own sanitization and hygiene.

o The fish pond is open for fishing for children up to age 14, and to all ages for model
boats.

o No City facilities will be available for rent until the City has entered Phase 3 of the
Governor's Safe Start Plan, except for rentals made pursuant to EO 2020-33 for
government and emergency-related events.

o The City will post signage similar to the attached which infonns the public that use of the
equiprnent and amenities in City parks and gathering places is at the user's own risk with
regard to COVID-19 exposure.

Section 2. Repeal Section 2 of Emergency Order 2020-20 and adopt the lbllowing
Emergency Order 2020-20A Section 2:

Visitors to the City's parks and gathering places rnust follow any physical distancing or sanitation
mandate that has been put into effect by a Proclamation fi'om the Governor of the State of Washington at

I This Emergency Order is not intended to address spontaneous constitutionally-pt'otected exercises ofii'ee expression that r.nay
fall undel dilferent laws and rules.
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the time of the visit. In addition, to the extent not contradicted by a State mandate, the following
provisions will apply:

. Any person exhibiting any cold or flu-like symptom must leave the City park, playground, or
other facility or amenity.

o The City may close any City park, facility, or amenity at any tirne if there is reason to believe
unsafe conditions exist or physical distancing practices are not being followed.

r The number and relationshrp of participants in a gatherrng on City property must comply with
the State mandate in effect at the time.

. Physical distancing practices must occur when encountering others.
o Face masks or coverings must be utilized in any situation where physical distancing is not

possible, if mandated by the State.

Section 3. Penalty for Violation. Persons who violate the City's orders are subject to the
penalties set forth in SMC 2.60.140.

Section 4. Presentation, Ratification, Termination. Emergency Orders issued under the March
16,2020 Proclarnation of Civil Emergency will be filed with the Legal Depafiment and presented by the
City Clerk as soon as practicable to the City Council for ratification and confinnation, modification, or
rejection, if applicable.

Rejected orders will be void after the Council vote rejecting thern.

Until such time as Council acts, Emergency Orders will be considered in full force and effect.

Section 5. Duration. Unless rnodified, extended, or tenninated by the Sequim City Council or
Sequim City Manager, as applicable, this Emergency Order is effective irnmediately and remains in effect
until such date and time as all applicable emergency orders and proclamations are lifted.

stGNED this 29th day of September 2020, at 12:35 hours.

CITY OF SEOUIM

w*L^ p 0d_
ahrrl"r P Br*lr. Aty N4rrrg*
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Use Equipment nt
Your Own Risk

These recomrueudahou strould tre followed to slow tlre spread of COVID-lgr
' A'ry persou exhibinug auy cold or flu-like syuptoru should not be iu the park or
p$tic gatherug places and needs to rctrm horue.

' lilash hands with soap end water (o,r lund suritizer) beforc and atter playing or using
playgrotmd - nearby rest:oorns are available-. Practice social distancurgby following CDC guidelines.

The Ctty rs not responsrble rn aoy rnarurer for people who use or allorv theu'children
to use anyplaygromd , regardless of their conryliance or notr-cCImpliance
rvith the abol'e rcqommendatious. People and their children who use fie playground
equtpnent expnesrly assune all risk aud respousibitity for arry potential COVID,,Ig
exposure or illness.

Coutact the CrN of Sequuu Pubhc \tbrts Departruent at (360) 683-4908 wlth questlors.

Playgrounds are not regularly
cleaned or disinfected.
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tlse Park Amenities
at Your Own Risk

Park amenities are not regularly
cleaned or disinfected.

These recornmerdatioru shouldbe followed to slow tlre spread of COVIDIS:
' Any persoo exlubtting any cold orflu-tke symptrorns should not be ur the pr& or
public gatheriry placer and needs to retum honre.

' Wash ltltrds rvith soap atd watet (or hand samhzer) beforr and aftu'playurg or rslo€i
park aumitres - nearby fest'oots arre avarlable.. Practice social drstnncing by follornng CDC grudelures.

The Ctty rs not respoustble ur afly masner for people who use or allow ther clrildren to
use Bry padc amenities, regnrdless of their corpliure or nonrourylimce with the abol'e
reconrmmdations- Peoph aud theu childrenwho use put anrmihes expressly assrmre all
risk and responsibrtrty for ary potertial COVID-I9 exposurc or rllness.
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Coutact the Crty of Sequrur Public Works Depamneut at (360) 68-i-.1908 u,ith questrous.


